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Canton of Zurich: Top Business 

Location with a Strong USP
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Positive Results in National and

International Rankings Alike I/II

Source: UBS Kantonaler Wettbewerbsindikator 2016

Canton of Zurich

Median Canton
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Source: WEF Global Competitiveness Report 2015-16

Positive Results in National and

International Rankings Alike II/II
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 We offer guidance to

companies regarding

location, clustering, work

permits, international 

schools ...

 We support, expedite and

connect

Office for Business and Economic 

Development
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We Do Cluster Management for

more than 10 Years

• Networking among

• Business

• Research and Science

• Politics and Administration
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Aerospace

Creative Industries

ICT

Life Sciences

Cleantech

Finance

Our Clusters
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business network

• We support, expedite

and connect

• Facts & figures

• Events 

• Networks and

cooperations

Cluster Life Sciences: Our Activities

http://www.medical-cluster.ch/home
http://www.medical-cluster.ch/home
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Gross Value Added in LS - Canton of Zurich - 2013

Source: FSO, STATENT 2013p, calculations Statistical Office Canton of Zurich, except for growth rates (BAKBasel Economics, 2015)

Pharma

Medtech

Biotech

Control devices

Labs, med. 
research

4725 Mio
Canton ZH

Wholesale

11% of
Swiss LS   

Zurich Accounts for ~11% of Gross 

Value Added of the Swiss LS Industry
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Jobs in Life Sciences (LS) - Canton of Zurich - 2013

Pharma

Medtech

Biotech

Control devices

Labs, med. 
research

16 700 Jobs 
Canton ZH

Wholesale

14% of
Swiss LS   

16 700 FTEs Work in the Cluster Life 

Sciences

Source: FSO, STATENT 2013p, calculations Statistical Office Canton of Zurich, except for growth rates (BAKBasel Economics, 2015)
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Zurich as a Hotspot of Medtech

Companies
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1900 – 1984: Swiss rail car factory

1984: New proprietor Gewerbe- und 

Handelszentrum Schlieren AG

1986: First labs for ETH Zurich

1998: First ETH Spinoff (Cytos

Biotechnology) on campus

Today: Great mix of young & established 

companies & research institutes

Success Story BIO-TECHNOPARK® 

Schlieren-Zürich
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 Multidisciplinary research and development 

center of the University of Zurich and 

ETH Zurich

 Positioned at the interfaces of the emerging 

fields of Regenerative and Robotics 

Technologies

 Established to foster translational 

research

 Research and development center to 

advance research into the 

musculoskeletal system to enable 

innovative discovery

 Benefits from the close proximity of 

patients, practicing physicians, 

researchers and engineers

 Direct relationship with the University and 

ETH Zurich and with presence of the 

medical technology industry in the center

Source: http://www.balgristcampus.ch/de/ and http://www.wysszurich.uzh.ch

New Centers for Innovation in Zurich

http://www.balgristcampus.ch/de/
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Learning 

Center

Young Scientists

Network

Academia

Graduate     

School

Business 

Network

PublicIndustry

www.lifescience-businessnetwork.ch

Communication

& Events

Life Science Zurich Business 

Network

http://www.lifescience-businessnetwork.ch/
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Balgrist

Campus

BIO-

TECHNOPARK
Wyss  Center ZH

Zurich’s Innovation Landscape
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Regional innovation

transfer

International

innovation transfer

National 

innovation

transfer

Zurich as Hub for the National 

Innovation Park



Canton of Zurich

Department of Economic Affairs

Office for Economy and Labour

Your contact:

Markus Assfalg

Leiter Standortförderung

Telephone: +41 (0)43 259 49 58

markus.assfalg@vd.zh.ch

www.standort.zh.ch

www.lifescience-businessnetwork.ch

mailto:markus.assfalg@vd.zh.ch
http://www.standort.zh.ch/
http://www.lifescience-businessnetwork.ch/


18

Some Major Life Science Players Are 

Located in the Canton of Zurich (1/2)

Global Suppy Chain & 

Biosimilars R&D 

Group

> 45 Employees

HQ EMEA 

Moved European HQ from 

Dusseldorf, Germany

> 175 Employees

HQ Region Europe, HQ 

International Operations and Swiss 

sales organization

> 180 Employees 

Business Unit 

Established Products 

(EPBU) & Swiss 

Marketing & Sales

> 150 Employees

HQ EMEA

> 130 Employees

HQ International 

(Takeda acquired Nycomed

2011, consolidation in Zurich)  

> 300 employees 

Swiss Affiliate

Marketing/Sales, 

Medical, Regulatory, 

some Research

 280 Employees

http://www.mylan.com/
http://www.mylan.com/
http://ecolab-suisse.ch/
http://ecolab-suisse.ch/
http://www.hocoma.ch/index.php?lang=en&page=/pages/home_en.html
http://www.hocoma.ch/index.php?lang=en&page=/pages/home_en.html
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Some Major Life Science Players Are 

Located in the Canton of Zurich (2/2)

HQ EMEA, Dental Lab 

(training facility) & 

manufacturing

~ 1‘000 employees

HQ EMEA & Sales CH 

~ 300 employees and with 

further manufacturing sites 

in Switzerland

HQ Vascular Intervention 

R&D, manufacturing

~ 600 employees

Global HQ R&D, 

manufacturing Lab 

instruments & solutions

~ 600 employees

HQ Instruments Division

~ 180 employees

Global HQ – Phonak

hearing systems

~ 1‘200 employees

http://physchem.org.uk/symp09/logo_tecan.gif
http://physchem.org.uk/symp09/logo_tecan.gif
http://www.sonova.com/
http://www.sonova.com/


20UBS Kantonaler Wettbewerbsindikator
Rangliste: 1. Zug, 2. ZH, 3. BS. 4. AG
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UBS Kantonaler Wettbewerbsindikator
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Wyss Zurich – Focus on Tech-Transfer

Source: http://www.wysszurich.uzh.ch
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Wyss Zurich – Current Projects

Source: http://www.wysszurich.uzh.ch



24Scientific competence centers in Zurich



Zürich Image Monitoring 2014



Zürich Image Monitoring 2014


